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This booklet represents the continuation of the ‘Peoplehood
Assets’idea, as it first appeared in “Jewish Peoplehood - a theoretical
and practical guidebook for teaching and learning” (Ben Yehoshua,
Shimoni and Chemo, Beit Hatfutsot — 2009).

In this guidebook, the authors suggest an educational focus
on the Jewish people’s sources of strength, which may have a
positive influence on individuals’ and groups’ sense of belonging.
The authors say that often times these are considered burdens.
Therefore the question at stake is how to identify their potential
and to turn them into “Peoplehood Assets”. With “Peoplehood
Assets” the authors are referring to the nonphysical tributes such
as Jewish creation and creativity throughout the ages, the world
of Jewish values and Jewish spirituality, the nature of historical
memory, the Hebrew language and of course, Israel: a land, a

homeland, a State, as national spiritual assets.

The Assets are:

Historical memory

Jewish way of life

Jewish values

Israel

Jewish creation and creativity

Hebrew

In the following pages, we have collected reflective texts that may
be used to examine each ‘asset’. These are presented as “Gateways”
- discussions openers, raising questions and encouraging
contemplation. The booklet before you does not include guiding
questions or tasks: we believe a meaningful educational process
begins when a person asks a question relevant to them. We
therefore encourage you to ask your participants to approach
these texts with a question.

We invite you to enter through each gateway, wander through
it’s space and consider each your own, connect with the unique
and ongoing story of the Jewish people and become partners in

shaping our present-future.

“And the rest is commentary - go learn” (Shabbat 31:1)
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“... A while ago I met a pretty woman,

Whose grandfather circumcised me

a long time before she was born. I told her,

You don‘t know me and I don‘t know you,

but we are the Jewish people, your dead grandfather and I the circumcised man
and you the beautiful

golden haired granddaughter: We are the Jewish People”.

(Yehuda Amichai)




Of all of the crises that were visited upon me along the way - one thing
was not broken. I did not cease to be a person of faith. Even in the
greatest of my crises, the ground under my faith did not collapse. Faith
- its focus is worship, its soul - prayer. There is no real poetry that is
not in a sense prayer.

During my first week in the country, I stood next to the Western Wall.
My mother, of blessed memory did not share any parting words with
me, as we did not say farewell. I stood a step away from the Wall, from
the stones, and I felt that I didn’t belong and that I experienced being
elsewhere. I didn’t take another step forward, but, someone pulled
at my sleeve, requesting that I join a minyan. I covered my head and
joined the minyan. Irecited the afternoon prayers and arrived.

It is a Jewish phenomenon, unique to Judaism, to be one of a minyan.
To know that the nine are in need of a tenth, and the one in need of
nine. It is possibly the most important part of Judaism, and there is
nothing which can be more unique and more Jewish within the stream
of Judaism I was educated. My prayer is always to be one among
everyone, in which that my words will join together with the words
that are muttered by a community. Even one who is close to the ark or
simply who passes before the ark - it is nothing more or less.

There is no meaning to life if it is only for the sake of living only. Only
when linked to one’s being, to the words that come to witness — and
that come from afar towards you, is there meaning to standing (the

amidah), as an individual - but within a community.

A story happened that a certain non-Jew came before Shammai and
said to him, convert me to Judaism, on condition that you teach me
the whole Torah while I stand on one foot. He repulsed him with the
builder’s rule which was in his hand. When he went before Hillel,
he said to him, “‘What is hateful to you, do not to your neighbor’:

that is the whole Torah. The rest is the commentary; go and learn it.

WhoisaJew? What makes a Jew a Jew? A Jew is a member of a people
with an extraordinary history both of suffering and of achievement. A
Jew is a product of that history, and drives from it a sense of belonging

with other Jews.
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Ishall not float Gard)
unreined in space
lest a cloud swallow
the thin band in my heart
that separates good from evil.
T have no existence
without the lightning and thunder
that I heard at Sinai.
(Zelda)
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Memory and history, far from being synonymous, appear now to be
in fundamental opposition. Memory is life, borne by living. It creates
continuity between the past and the present, and says in fact, that
the past is not really the past. With its assistance, we are able to
understand that what happened in the past influences what we are
today. Therefore it is continuously developing. History however, is a
problematic reaction and not a complete picture of what is no longer.
Itis always shrouded in criticism of memory and therefore creates a

disconnect between the past and the present.

This is the bread of affliction, the poor bread, which our ancestors ate
in the land of Egypt.

All who are hungry come and eat;

All who are in need, come and partake in the Passover offering.

Now we are here, next year we will be in the Land of Israel;

Now we are still slaves. Next year may we all be free.

On Passover every Jew is obligated to ask him or herself:

When was I born?

Where was I born?

‘What historical memory do I carry with me?

Ilook at my identity card and read the invisible script:

‘My parents were born as slaves in Egypt when Pharaoh the king of
Egypt ordered the first genocide in history.

Itoo was there.
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When God made a covenant with the children of Israel in Ejypt,
proclaiming:”I will take you for Me for as a people and I will be for you
as a God” (Shemot 6:7). When the Torah was given at Sinai, a second
covenant was made: “And [Moshe] took the account of the covenant...
and said, ‘Behold the blood of the covenant which the Lord has cut with
you by means of all these words” (Shemot 24:7-8)

..The oppressive sense of fate undergoes a positive transformation
when individual-personal existences blend together to form a new
unit - a people. The obligation to love one another stems from the
consciousness of this people of fate, this lonely people that inquires
into the meaning of its own uniqueness. It is this obligation of love that
stands at the very heart of the covenant made in Egypt.

..Destiny in the life of a people, as in the life of an individual, signifies
a deliberate and conscious existence that the people has chosen out of
its own free will and in which it finds the full realization of its historical

being.

The land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their
spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first
attained to statehood, created cultural values of national and universal

significance and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.

Man is endowed with two faculties: memory and forgetting. We
cannot live without both. Were only memory to exist, then we
would be crushed beneath its burden and would become slaves to
our memories, to our ancestry. Our physiognomy would then be a
mere copy of preceding generations. And were we ruled entirely
by forgetting, what place would there be for culture, science, self-

consciousness, and spiritual life?
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A Jewish person remembers the sukkah in their grandfather’s home.

And the sukkah remembers for them

The wandering in the desert that remembers

The grace of youth and the Tablets of the Ten Commandments
And the gold of the Golden Calf and the thirst and the hunger

That remembers Egypt.
And what about God?

According to the settlement

Of divorce from the Garden of Eden and from the Temple,

God sees his children only once a year, on Yom Kippur

(From: The Jews, Yehuda Amichai)
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Remember

Observe

Moses

Shabbat
Morning
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Remember the Shabbat day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor
and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Shabbat to your God. On
it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter,
nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner
residing in your towns. For in six days God made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh
day. Therefore God blessed the Shabbat day and made it sacred.
(Exodus 20:8-11)

Observe the Shabbat day by keeping it holy, as God has commanded
you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day
is a Shabbat to your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you,
nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your
ox, your donkey or any of your animals, nor any foreigner residing in
your towns, so that your male and female servants may rest, as you do.
Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that God brought you out
of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore God

has commanded you to observe the Sabbat. (Deuteronomy 5:12-15)

And Moses came and told the people all the words of God, and all the
ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice, and said: 'All
the words which God has spoken will we do.” And Moses wrote all the
words of God, and rose up early in the morning, and built an altar under
the mount, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel.
And he sent the young men of the children of Israel, who offered burnt-
offerings, and sacrificed peace-offerings of oxen unto God... And he took
the book of the covenant, and read in the hearing of the people; and they
said: ‘All that God has spoken will we do, and obey.’ (Exodus 24:3-5,7)

Shabbat morning! A beautiful day,

Imais drinking alot of coffee,

Abbais reading alot of newspaper

And they will buy me a lot of balloons.

We can go to the Yarkon river, row a boat

Or walk to the end of the street and back

We can pick flowers, those allowed,

And we can go to school and see that it‘s closed.
(Tirza Atar)
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Adam (i.e. the first man) was created last [in the sequence of
creation]. And why was he created last? In order that he should
not get too proud of himself, [because others] will say to him,
“[Even] the mosquito was created before you in [the sequence of ]

creation.” (Tosefta, Tractate Sanhedrin, Chapter 8)
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Rabban Gamliel the son of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi said: Excellent is the
study of the Torah together with a worldly occupation, for the exertion
[expended] in both of them causes sin to be forgotten. And all [study of
the] Torah in the absence of a worldly occupation comes to nothing in
the end and leads to sin.

And all who work for the community, let them work for the [sake of the]
name of Heaven, for the merit of the [community‘s] ancestors sustains
them, and their ancestors‘ righteousness will endure forever.

And as for you [who work for the community], [God says:] I credit
you with a great reward, as if you [yourselves] had [actually] done

[everything on your own].

The Rabbis taught: A person should always be soft life a reed and not
hard like a cedar.

Rabbi Eliezer son of Shimon came from the tower of Gador from
the house of his teacher. He was riding on a donkey and traveling on
the bank of the river and he was very happy but haughty because he
learned much Torah.

He came upon an exceedingly ugly man

who said to him, Peace onto you my teacher

Rabbi Eliezer did not respond

He said: Empty one, how ugly a man - perhaps all the people in your
city are as ugly as you?

The man replied: I don’t know but why don’t you go and tell the
Craftsman who made me how ugly His handiwork is!!

As soon as Rabbi realized that he had sinned, he got off the donkey and
prostrated himself before him, saying I have afflicted you, forgive me!
The man said to him, I will not forgive you until you go to the Craftsman
who made me and tell him “How ugly is this vessel that you made”.
Rabbi fallowed him until he reached his city - the people of his city
came outto greethim and they said to him. “Peace onto you my teacher,
my teacher, my master, my master”.

The man said to them, “to whom are you saying teacher, teacher”?
They said to him, “To the one who is traveling after you”.

He said to them, “If this is a teacher, there shouldn’t be many like him

in Israel”.
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They said to him, “why?”

He said to them, “Such and such he did to me”.

They said to him, “nevertheless forgive him because he is a great man
in Torah”.

He said to them, “for your sake, I will forgive him, providing he doesn’t
make a custom out of this.”

Immediately R’ Eliezer son of Shimon entered and explained

A person should always be soft like a reed and not hard like a cedar
Therefore the reed has the honor of having the writing pen come from

it to write the Torah, Tefillin, and Mezuzot

Iamresponsible for the Other without waiting for reciprocity, were I to
die for it. Reciprocity is his affair. It is precisely insofar as the relation
between the Other and me is not reciprocal that I am subjection to the
Other; and I am “subject”

Essentially in this sense, it is I who support all.. The “I” always has one

responsibility more than all the others.

... for me, Jewish values are not located in a fancy spice box that is only
opened to release its pleasing fragrance on Shabbat and holidays, but
in the daily reality of dozens of problems through which Jewish values
are shaped and defined, for better or worse. A religious Israeli Jew also
deals with a depth and breadth oflife issues that is incomparably larger
and more substantial than those with which his religious counterpart

in New York or Antwerp must contend.
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I have no other country

though my land is burning

only aword in Hebrew

pierces my veins, my soul -

with aching body, hunger in my heart,
this is my home.

I will not remain quiet

though the face of my land has changed
I will not give up on her --

Iwill remind her

Iwill sing in her ears

until she opens her eyes

(Ehud Manor)
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Jacob

New Land

Wherever
Igo

Zionism

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the
break of day. And when he saw that he could not prevail against him,
he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was
strained, as he wrestled with him And he said: ‘Let me go, for the day
has broken.” And he said: ‘T will not let you go, unless you bless me.
And he said unto him: “What is your name?’ And he said: ‘Jacob.’ And
he said: “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you
have striven with God and with men, and prevailed.’

(Genesis 32: 25-30)

In the early 50‘s a new land came into being in the State of Israel. The
land of Here.

It is populated by an extinct people from the land of There.

Its inhabitants came unwillingly. Their belongings consist of a strange
language, odd customs, memories and nightmares.
Aftertheannihilationoftheland of There,they commanded themselves
to undertake an act of creation and established a new world.

Helena, my mother, lived in the world of Here, after dying in the Second
World War. Here she raised me by herself.

In the early 90°s, after my mother died for the second time, those who
still remained in the land of Here came to pay their last respects and to
resurrect those who were not.

And this land, which has been dying for many years, came back to life:
For seven days only an unknown land existed once again. The land that
was for me both homeland and family.

(From: Once There Was a Family, Lysie Doron)

Wherever I go I'm always going to the Land of Israel.
(Rabbi Nachman of Breslav)

Zionism not only requires a Jewish state, but a Jewish state of mind

(From: Where is home? Professor Jerold S. Auerbach)
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Gateway to Creation & Creaty
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“Moses was there with God forty days and forty nights without eating bread
or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant - the
Ten Commandments. When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two
tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was
radiant because he had spoken with God.” (Exodus 34:28-29)
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With Great
Silence

The World

Holy Nation

With great silence I respect the word. Respect the poem. Thousands of
years lived by words. Thousands of generations passing on, person to
person, word to ear and word to heart. In the length of generations it is
my turn to accept my predecessors’ soul burden, burden of their mission
and I absorb it all as a secret keeper. And I accept from my father and
mother and teacher who took from their parents and teachers and so
on and so forth to the first man. And I perform my role in the task of
transferring all this knowledge - this labor of love, and add my own
interpretation according to my personal experience and give all my love
to the poem, the word and endow onward to my generation and the next

generations. (Freely translated from: Prayers and Silences, Bracha Seri)

The world was created with ten sayings. (Mishna, Avot)

The congregation is a holy nation that has no fear of fate and is not
compelled to live against its will. It believes in its own destiny, and
it dedicates itself, out of its own free will, to the realization of that
destiny. The covenant in Egypt was made with a people born from a
camp; the covenant at Sinai was made with a holy nation.

(From: My Beloved is Knocking, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik)
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And he said to Abram the Hebrew (Genesis 14:13) Why the Hebrew? (the one who

crossed over) Rabbi Yehudah would say: all the world is on one side and he is on the

other (Breshit Raba 42)
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Language

Speak Up

Now the whole world had one language and a few speeches
(Genesis 11:1)

When it is written (Genesis 11) the whole world had one language and
a few speeches Rabbi Le‘ezer and Rabbi Yochana agreed they spoke
seventy dialects and Horna said they spoke one worldly language - the
sacred language (Baylonian Talmud Tractate Megillah 11:1)

Speak up! the language of the Hebrewman,
Loud and clear!

The language of the Hebrewman

Itis the language of the prophets,
Of'the sign up on the wall
Itis old, and sacred

It will open up your soul.

From the deepest mass of down-town Babylon

It will take you to the next train to Mount Zion,

It will get you up, it will make you fly,

The language of the Hebrewman will take you high.

Yo-Nu- Abraham spoke the language of the Hebrewman

And also Jesus from Nazreth and Maria Magdaline

Einstein, Jeremiyah the Dylan and the Cohen

They know something about the language of the Hebrewman...

And the Lord Said: “Let there be light!”

(It was the language of the Hebrewman)
And when Moses said: “Let my people go!”
(it was the language of the Hebrewman)
Speak the language of the Hebrewman.
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Hebrew

7K 5173 wAn MK KT O 1
2pi1 9511 RS PO MNBb1 LXD
TAK DWA TAK K127 YW y1nwon
nAx 7w 05w 55w oo

Speak the language of the Hebrewman
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Speak the Language of the Hebrewman

And let us all say: “Halleluyah!”

Let us all say: “Amen!”

A day will come, and everybody

Will speak the language of the Hebrewman!
(Ehud Banai)

The language of the Jewish people is Hebrew, because through language
each group transmits its culture and heritage to the next generation. The
Hebrew language includes Jewish tradition and values that must be learnt
and kept in order to exist as a people. In English for example we say “To fall
inlove”- this is a one-way action. In Hebrew we use the word agxna% jthat
expresses mutual relationship. In English we say “before” and in Hebrew
forward o7p that comes from the same root as f1p. These are just two

examples of many. (Avraham Infeld)

IR 91T WA MK KT OA 1
2pi1 5911 VXS PO MNB) LXRY
TAK DW2 TAX K127 YW y1nw
nAx maw 05w 53w 1t
JRAMANT T IR A5 71T P8R0

TMX DWA AR K127 RITT 013 1
nnx Tow 02w 53w 1

mK5 mx1 1p% 1p N2 a1 vrb
MRANTS P MK, 05 mrn R R
JRI12T T IR A5 77 pabo

1557 170 91K PX VY T

RIKR” 170 91K DK LY

T727MAK IR, Op Y T K

NRATIANT 1T HIK A5 777 pbo P

("X312 TIIR)

TMYn 1¥13p 55 mBwn MYYnKa D L NMAaY KIT OMITT oyn Swonbwi
D77 D137V NMIAINK 713102 719701 DAY 5w LKA M2 [N1370 DR
- DMMIR 1K ,5wnb  n921Ka .07pnnk 13 01ph1 bS  1nbh wr onikw
M2 D"WnRNWwn 1R N™May2 .N1wo-Tn narnnt a91wse To fall in love
nmMayar before -0™MIX N7%11K2 DA MITTTT NIRNAT “3OKRNAY” -
MIKRAT NWw P17 9K forward- mmTp’ Sw wmw amikn xnw S 0Tp” -

(19027 DITIAK) N127 NN




39

All images found in this publication are from The Oster Visual Documentation,
Beit Hatfutsot, Sonnenfeld collection - a collection of over 200,000 prints,
negatives and slides taken over a span of decades, beginning in the 1930s, by
Leni and Herbert Sonnenfeld. The details for each image are listed below:

Gate to Jewish peoplehood: Conference of the Jewish Community, Berlin,
Germany, 1933/34. Photo: Leni Sonnenfeld.

Gate to historical memory: Holocaust survivor with a number on his arm at
work, Israel, 1963. Photo: Herbert Sonnenfeld.

Gate to Jewish way of life: Young women, students of the Women College of
Yeshiva University, lighting Hanukkah lamps, New York, USA, 1950s. Photo:
Herbert Sonnenfeld

Gate to Jewish values: A car stuck in the Negev, Israel, 1950s. Photo: Leni
Sonnenfeld.

Gate to Israel: Kindergarten children around the menorah at the Knesset,
Jerusalem, Israel, 1970s. Photo: Leni Sonnenfeld.

Gate to Jewish creation and creativity: Sculptor Walter Cohn. Berlin, Germany,
1936. Photo: Herbert Sonnenfeld.

Gate to Hebrew: Circle of comradeship in a Hechalutz Training Farm in Cream
Ridge, N.J., USA, 1950s. Photo: Herbert Sonnenfeld

Collated: Rabbi Dalia Tibon-Lagziel, Yarden Freeman, Gaby Greivin
Editor: Shelley Kedar

English language editing: Dvora Greisman Daniels

Graphic design: Anat-Nadar, Ada Rothenberg

Freely translated for educational purposes only

The International School for Jewish Peoplehood Studies
(Founded by the Nadav Foundation)

Beit Hatfutsot -Museum of the Jewish People
Tel Aviv, Israel 2012

QOIR ,MIY¥IBNTT N7 ,AUTIR WY NI TN 13m0 mmps r N1 mannm
792 m>yw nr;pws 01715wn NN 200,00071 1YY 5913 qOIRT 19D
1582171 LI 15 DMSYT A 1T Sy ,19307 NAwnR S L0 DTIwy
:MMNT 0B 1PnY

193374 71073 902 NI AR YW 01 NI Ny ww

Sonanr 15 mby

ST9BANT VAT DIPIY L1963 ,ORIWT ,ITTIAYA FIRIW 91¥ M0 P ww
200121 121w Sw w5 A%1pn N1t mbn MYy DWW M 0N AR W
1982171 LI 5y 19507 NIAW 27K PN 1, M0 mpthm

S19010r 115 0157 L1950 MW, 5KIW 2313 V1PN 1100 DY WY
11970711 MW 5XW1 05w ,ND132 TN 2730 [A M9 HRWS Www

Sonanr 15 mby

S1992171 LA SIY L1936 11073 10N P 05N SR S yw

,STYA 171,477 0Mp CYIPAT NYIIN YW Twan NNN2 0Man 2ayn :nmavh ww
ST9DI1T BT D197 19507 NAW 271K

172773 123,117 7117, 5RMS AN 5T A avph
11 "Sw My

01571 72T DYRIT (AT 12T 09K RIS oMy
A2V TV TN N Y

7252 N3 NvKk wHIn 0uAn

(271 TP Sw TNDM) TN OVt TS5 8o N
T QYT IR - NIYIBNT N
2012 - A"ywn

38





